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"...coming to worship is a vital 
part of our Christian commitment, 
and a necessary component to 
our personal faith development."

The Johnstown United Methodist Church

The Connection
August 2019

It is August, and school is about to begin again for countless young people, as they continue 
their academic pursuits. It is a time when parents, everywhere, rejoice! Well, some of them do. 
Regardless, many of our young people will start, over the next few weeks, to abandon their lazy 
summer sleep habits, and return to the early mornings and early bed times. This is particularly 
hard for those who got used to staying up late and sleeping in.
As Christians, we find a true and accurate comparison with these school-aged children. That 
comparison comes from the fact that many of us get out of the habit of doing the “work” of 
our faith, and instead settle into a pattern of laziness. When we are on fire for the Lord, and the 
weather is cold, we are very likely to be found in church on Sunday mornings, and sharing the 
excitement we have in God with those around us, simply through our actions alone. However, 
over the summer there are a lot of people who play hooky and miss the opportunity to worship. 
Granted, many take vacations and travel. Some 
have family visit—especially grandchildren—
and, as a result, of these distractions, are not able 
to come to church.
Well, the summer is over, and it is time to return 
to church, for fellowship with other believers, 
to recharge your empty spiritual tank, and draw 
closer to God. This will not be easy to accomplish, especially if much of the summer was spent 
away from worship, however it is not insurmountable.  With dedication, and commitment, we 
can all return to powerful worship of God.
Now, it may seem as if I am singling you out (you know who feels this way!), but I assure 
you this is a universal problem. In fact, even your pastor is not immune to the relaxed draw of 
a summer afternoon. In fact, there are times when I would prefer to be on the golf course at 
8:00 am, rather than bury myself in books at 5:30 am, to do final preparations for worship on a 
Sunday morning. The thing is though, that my love of God is greater than my desire to engage 
my own pleasures.
So, how does one return to the pattern of attending church following a summer break? First, set 
a date; a particular Sunday that you have determined to return to church. Second, show up; then 
repeat. Friends, coming to worship is a vital part of our Christian commitment, and a necessary 
component to our personal faith development. Think of it being a vital step in the recipe for 
successful discipleship. Therefore, go to bed at a reasonable time the night before; set your 
alarm; and begin your week having been filled with the love, grace, and compassion that only 
the living Lord can provide.
See you in church next week!



by Pastor Matt

Pastor's Blog
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“On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem 
of suffering and shame; and I love that old cross where the 
dearest and best for a world of lost sinners was slain.” These 
words were penned by George Bennard in 1913, based on his 
reading of 1 Corinthians 1:22-25. Within them is a message, 
both timeless and profound, which reminds us of how much 
it is important to focus on the great sacrifice made on our 
behalf.

Many take for granted the FACT that God sent Jesus to be 
the Christ, the Messiah, the Deliverer, and the Redeemer; all 
because we needed him; and all out of love. Think about that 
for a moment. God sent Jesus into the world, to live among 
us, to interact with us, and to teach everyone the pathway 
to eternal life; only to knowingly allow him to be sacrificed 
on our behalf, and on behalf of the entire world, due to our 
manifold sin and wickedness—a FACT that often we dismiss 
as something of legend or myth, but a reality nonetheless.  

The cross was indeed an emblem of suffering and shame, as 
it was upon the cross that common criminals were executed; 
not where one would expect the King to be placed. Jesus 
was, is, and always will be the dearest and best that God has to offer. Yet it was for us, the whole world 
that he, Jesus, went willingly to die. It is often said that were there not nails, Jesus would have held 
himself to that cross for us.

What a glorious gift. Therefore, let us take time to focus on what was done for us; done for humanity, the 
good, the bad, and the ugly. In the eyes of God we are all in need of redemption, yet because of Jesus, we 
likewise know that we are all loved to the extreme, lest God withhold the Son. In other words, cherish that 
Old Rugged Cross. For because of it, one day, we too, will be able to exchange what was accomplished 
upon it for our behalf, into a lasting and forever home with God.
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Church Finance Ministry Update 
by Matt Dole, Finance Chair

If you want to know more about the state 
of our Church finances, please feel free to 
contact one of the following people:

Matt Dole - mattdole@gmail.com
Chad Lattimer - cml43140@yahoo.com
Ron Carr - jumcfinance@twc.com

Here’s your August church finances update. 
Through July 7 the church has collected 
$99,946.50 revenue from weekly giving, the 
flower fund, missions giving, and other sources. 
During that same period, we’ve seen expenses of 
$98,132.71 covering administration, outreach, 
faith nurturing, missions, salaries and things like 
property taxes. Our budget tells us that we’re 
doing well on both sides of the ledger through 
this time period, but as always we need the 
support of the church to continue to carry out our 
good works.

The parking lot project is coming along. With the 
addition of the drainage solution for the entrance 
– a partnership with the village – we are working 
through the logistics. The funds, however, are 
in place. We are, essentially, acting as our own 
bank for this project. Funds will be “borrowed” 
from savings funds held by the trustees. We will 
be introducing a program to raise those funds 
back in coming weeks. This solution allows us 
to avoid paying interest to a bank, but it’s vitally 
important to the church that we raise these funds 
to replenish our capital savings fund.

One way we’re going to ask people to support 
the church is through the creation of a legacy 
society. Church members will be able to name 
the church in their estate plans. This new form of 
giving will ensure that monies provided for the 
church have an impact for generations to come 

and we’re exciting to introduce it once we have 
the details worked out.

We do now also have online giving for the 
church. You may have noticed a new church 
website design (www.johnstownumc.com). 
We’re excited about the new site and we’re going 
to be adding a lot more information to it. Right 
now, however, we’ve made it easier than ever to 
give. There’s a “donate” button right at the top 
of the site. You can click that button, create an 
account (you’ll need to create an account the 
first time you go on, and then log in after that), 
select the donation amount, share your financial 
information (securely protected) and click go to 
support the church. It’s an especially good option 
if you have to miss church, but want to keep your 
weekly giving alive.

We hope you’ll check that out. As always, if you 
have questions or would like to provide input 
you can reach out to any member of the finance 
committee or attend our meetings. Our next 
meeting will be August 8 at 7:30 pm.

We are updating our contact information! 
 Please make sure your email address is correct on the latest Directory outside the office 

and if needed, contact Jodi McKnight at jumcoffice159@gmail.com 
or Ella Brown at ebgreatma10@gmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us stay in touch with our church family. 
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Staff Parish Relations 
Committee Report
by Cindi Reeves

Missionary Moment 
by James Van Winkle

Harrison Shaw is the oldest child in the missionary family which lives in 
the Congo. He is 10 years old. Harrison goes to a large elementary school. 
They mostly speak French, so he and his family have to learn to speak it. 
His classes there are not much different than ours. Because they do not 
have TV, they play outside a lot. The most popular sport is soccer. They 
have hired someone to help them get adjusted to the Congo. She is helping 
them by picking out groceries and things like that. Just the other day, she 
brought home live chickens from the market. When they asked her what 
they were for, she said, "Dinner".

The SPRC did not meet during July but will be 
meeting August 21 at 10 am.

Currently there is a cookout scheduled for Luke’s 
Crossing Apartments on August 10 from 11 am 
to 1 pm. Anyone who can help please contact 
the pastor. This is an outreach that is a way of 
connecting with the community. There are several 
ongoing initiatives that the pastor will be updating 
us on such as the MCCI initiative. In August we 
will begin our evaluation process of the pastor for 
this past year. This will be due in early November 
and before the charge conference. Work has 
begun on the parsonage plumbing issue which is 
why there is construction in the pastor’s side yard. 
When that is complete, the trustees can begin on 
the fence for the backyard as promised when the 
pastor decided to move to Johnstown.

Pastor Matt is arranging a time in the near future 
when the congregation can bless Pastor Stacy 
and confer on him the title of Pastor Emeritus. 

Continued prayers are requested for Pastor Stacy, 
though he is feeling much better.

I would like to extend a big thank you to Dan 
and Margie West for their weeding and mulching 
around the church. It looks beautiful and helps  
us as a church present our best face forward to  
the community. 

If you know of anyone new to Johnstown, please 
invite them to church. Continue supporting the 
food pantry and the “little snack box” with your 
donations. They are much appreciated. Again 
thank you to all of those who donated food to 
the Freedom School this year. I spoke with the 
person in charge at Alexandria, and they were 
quite thankful for our participation.

I will be out of town from August 2 through 
the 12th. If you have any questions or concerns 
please contact the pastor or any member of the 
SPRC committee.
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Now  Launching... 
GivePlus Mobile App and eGiving

Two New Ways to Contribute
Give it a Try  •  It's Easy

Do you wish you could give to the church the same way you do other things in your life?  
Do you wonder if you could ever use your smartphone to make your recurring contributions?
Well, now you can! The Johnstown United Methodist Church is excited to offer a simple  
way for you to support the church that is convenient for you--GivePlus Mobile App. Visit 
the App Store or Google Play and search for "GivePlus Church" to download the app. Simply  
type in the church's name of click "Find Churches Near Me" to select Johnstown United 
Methodist Church. We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our ministry!

Also.....check out our new eGiving on our newly designed website. 

Everything we have is a gift from God. We are called to be wise stewards of those gifts. 

One simple way to carry out our call is to support the church's mission through sacrificial 
giving. Our new eGiving options make it easy. eGiving allows you to set up automatic recurring 
contributions and view your complete online giving history all at your own convenience.

Simply follow these easy steps:
 
1. Visit the church website at www.johnstownumc.com
2. Click the DONATE button.
3. Click the Create Profile button.
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and schedule your recurring 

contributions.

Feel free to contact the church office with questions.
As always, many thanks for your generosity to our church and various ministries!
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Last month our church was invited to participate in MCCI (Missional Church Consultation Imitative) by our 
Bishop. After prayerful consideration, the leadership of Johnstown United Methodist came to the conclusion 
that it would be in our best interest to confirm the invitation, and begin the MCCI process. Our commitment 
letter was returned to the conference office, and we are now ready to begin. So, what happens now?

The first phase of MCCI is all about prayer.  
In fact, it is called “Breakthrough Prayer.”  
This is a time when the members of our 
church will be called upon, as a whole, to 
engage in the regular practice of praying for 
discernment and direction from God, as it 
relates to our individual ministry setting.  
In other words, we are being asked to pray 
about where our church is now, where we 
feel that God wants us to be, and how to get 
there. There is not necessarily a “due date” 
by which this needs completed, however 
God will enable us to work as long as is necessary. We should look upon this as not only a growth opportunity 
for the church, but also for ourselves, as it will enable each of us a chance to better understand how God is 
working through our church in this community.

Friends, this is a truly exciting time! Through MCCI we will be better prepared to minister to the existing 
Johnstown population, and to make ready for those who will move here as well. So, begin to think about 
how you will participate in the Breakthrough Prayer phase. Will you pray daily or weekly? Will you pray for 
God to reveal how we can grow into the upcoming opportunities? Will you pray that we might be able to be 
successful in making the necessary changes to accomplish the goals we set? In the end, though each of these 
is very important, it is the mere fact that you are praying for our church that is paramount. I will be trained by 
the MCCI team so that I can be prepared to shepherd you through this phase of our new and exciting journey.  
God has done some amazing things through you already, but just wait, what comes next will be far beyond 
your wildest imagination.

MCCI Update 
by Pastor Matt

ATTENTION!   ATTENTION!   ATTENTION!

There will be a meeting of the Nominations Committee in September to discuss, and prayerfully 
discern, members of the congregation who will best fill upcoming leadership roles. If you are interested 
in serving in this process, let the office or pastor know soon, as space on the committee is limited. 
Further, if there is an existing committee or team that is of interest to you, please let us know that also. 
There is no guarantee that you will be selected, but you will be prayerfully considered.
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Please Remember Our Shut Ins
 Carolyn Bailey • Send Carolyn's mail to: 118 S. Main St., Johnstown, OH 43031 
 Gary Banyay • Brookdale Chestnut Hill, 5055 Thompson Rd., #306, Columbus, OH 43230
      Send Gary's mail to: 409 Clark Dr., Johnstown, OH 43031

 Smith Clark • Sharon Brooke Senior Living, 920 Sharon Valley Rd., #112, Newark, OH 43055

 Booty Hammond • c/o Vicky Hilton, 3159 Maginn Dr., Beavercreek, OH 45434

 Marjorie Heimerl • Kendal at Granville, 2158 Columbus Rd., Granville, OH 43023
       Send Marge's mail to: 11220 Worthington Rd., Pataskala, OH 43062

 Addie Huff • Brookdale Chestnut Hill, 5055 Thompson Rd., #202, Columbus, OH 43230

 Mary Kearns •  222 Antrim St., Pickerington, OH 43147

 Carolyn Loggins • 133 W. Jersey St., Johnstown, OH 43031

 Irene Long • The Inn at Summit Trail, 8115 Summit Rd., #406, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
      Send Irene's mail to: 310 Oak Meadows Dr., Pataskala, OH 43062

 Gayle McBee • Send Gayle's mail to: 39 Central Station Place, Johnstown, OH 43031

 Eva Nell Reed • Bennington Glen, 825 State Route 61, Marengo, Ohio 43334

Altar Flowers for July
August 4 

 Cindi & Allen Reeves in honor 
of their Anniversary

 August 11
Connie Ryan & Peggy Dearth in honor 

of their mom, Charlene Dietzel, 
celebrating her 92nd Birthday  

  August 18 
Jerry & Harriet Pulley in honor of  

their Birthdays 
  August 25 

Dan & Margie West  

United Methodist Women

Sunday, August 18, 4 pm
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Prayer Ministry
Contact: Carol Butt  •  740-967-9681 
or Ella Brown  •  740-966-3162

Call Carol Butt or Ella Brown to request that 
prayers be said for someone in need. There was one 
prayer request during the month of July. You may 
contact Jodi, the church secretary at 740-967-6691 
in the absence of a response with Carol or Ella.

Greeting Card Ministry
Contact: Shirley Hendren  •  740-967-6142

Shirley Hendren, Card Chair, has mailed 7 cards 
between June 26 and July 22. If you know of 
anyone needing a Get-Well, Thinking of You or 
Sympathy card within our Church family please let 
Shirley know.   

Meals Ministry
Contact: Carol Butt  • 740-967-9681

The Meal Ministry was not needed during the 
month of July.

Bereavement Ministry
Contact: Sharon Johnson  •  740-967-7771

The Bereavement Committee provided no service 
during the month of July.

Shut-In Ministry
Contact: Pastor Stacy  •  740-331-0205

The Shut-In Team Members continue to visit our 
Shut-Ins on a one to three month rotation basis. 
Smith Clark was visited again during the month of 
July. The teams are preparing their schedules for 
August and September

by Carol Butt, Coordinator

Johnstown/Northridge
Food Pantry 

PLEASE DONATE!
All donations are appreciated!  

Two vases • $40 
(Please specify if you want one $30 arrangement)

Make checks payable to JUMC with  
“Altar Flowers” written in the memo.

Altar Flowers 

Debbie Russell is in charge of the  
Little Friendly Food Box this month.

Thanks to all for donations!

Little Friendly Food Box 

Birthdays

Anniversaries
 Allen & Cindi Reeves 8/08
 Marvin & Barbara Fleshman 8/11
 Al & Karen Norman 8/21
 Jerry & Crystal McFellin 8/26

Jack Stiles 8/02
Mitch Ryan 8/03
Brenda Hill 8/06
Liam Deering 8/07
Ashley Ross 8/07
Andrew Smith 8/09
Al Norman 8/14
Livia Deering 8/15
Presley Fown 8/15

Carolyn Jefferis 8/16
Ron Carr 8/20
Marvin Fleshman 8/22
Bo Rhyan 8/22
Melanie Peloquin 8/25
Marta Carter 8/27
Terry Priest 8/29
Colleen Vicroy 8/30
Mary Kearns 8/31

Johnstown United Methodist Church  
is in the Capital Area South District  

of the West Ohio Conference  
of the United Methodist Church. 
Resident Bishop: Gregory V. Palmer 

District Superintendent: Rev. Dr. Tim Bias
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Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am  

AUGUST 2019
     Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Trustees 7:30 pm

AA Meeting 8 pm

AA Meeting 8 pm

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am
 Finance 7:30 pm AA Meeting 8 pm

DEADLINE 
for next month's

Newsletter Article

AA Meeting 8 pm  

Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am 

CCL 7 pm

UMW

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  
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Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am  CCL 7 pm

UMW Ice Cream    
  Social 4 pm 

4 pm

AA Meeting 8 pm

If you have information that you would like included in the Sunday morning bulletin  
please contact Jodi McKnight at the office or email her at jumcoffice159@gmail.com  

no later than Wednesday morning for insertion in the bulletin.

At Luke's Apts.

SPRC Mtg. 10 am  



Postage

Johnstown UMC
159 S. Main Street
Johnstown, OH 43031

Email: jumcoffice159@gmail.com
Website: www.johnstownumc.com
Office Hours: 8:15am-Noon, M-Th
Phone: 740.967.6691

“Together, let us make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!”

Johnstown United Methodist Church 
Sundays          10:30 a.m.

The Connection
August 2019


