
that we are to love everyone, as we would desire to be loved ourselves.  Reflect for a moment, if 
you were hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, or imprisoned, you would want ministered to also. 
It is therefore our Christian duty to do the same for others.

Again, I ask you to ponder what you have done for Christ this year. Have you spent your time 
engaged in being the Body of Christ to our hurting world? Have you engaged the lost and wandering, 
bringing them an example or word about what it means to follow Jesus, and experience the true and 
full love of God?

We are given only a finite amount of time for our mortal lives; and the end of that journey may 
come anytime. That is why it is important to be active in faith; providing a powerful witness  
to those around us; and bringing about the reality of God’s will, and the invitation into the heavenly 
kingdom.

If you are not sure how to go about this very important mission, then here is a suggestion… ASK 
YOUR PASTOR.

There are numerous ways to become for others the light of Christ, and each of them begins the 
same way—by deciding to make the decision to become an active and vital part of the ministry of 
our Lord. Start small, if necessary, and build toward larger efforts. This could mean that you begin 
by depositing $1 in our scholarship box; a ministry to help encourage young people to remain 
active in their faith throughout college. You might consider signing up to stock our Friendly Food 
Pantry for a month, bringing tangible assistance to the hungry youth of our community. Eventually 
these efforts may bring you to a place in life, where it is both possible and desirable to enlist in 
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Football season has started, the leaves will be turning soon, and pots of chili or cold weather soup 
are on the horizon. This is September, and the end of the year is fast approaching. With that being 
said, one must stop for a moment to reflect on the question, “What have I done for Christ this 
year?”

For some, the last months have seen an explosion of growth in the areas of discipleship and ministry; 
however for others, secular pursuits have taken president. What is important for us to realize, is that 
serving Christ is not a part-time job, but rather a full-time privilege. Jesus reminds us in a parable, 
“…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me…” (Matthew 25:35-36 ESV)

These are not merely ideas, but examples of what a Christian 
must be willing to do; specifically they provide us with the 
“how to” for ministering to all of our neighbors. Remember 

(Continued on next page)
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We are updating our contact information! 
 Please make sure your email address is correct on the latest Directory and if needed,  

contact Jodi McKnight at jumcoffice159@gmail.com or Ella Brown at ebgreatma10@gmail.com. 

Thank you for helping us stay in touch with our church family. 

the missionary fields, either domestic or foreign. It is even possible that you could become a lay speaker, lay 
evangelist, or even a pastor yourself.

Regardless of how you choose to serve God, it is imperative that you do so with haste. God did not delay in 
ministering to you, and likewise, you should not hesitate to minister to another for God. At the end of the year, 
I challenge you to look back upon your accomplishments for Christ. Only then will you be able to decide if 
you were selfish with your time, or if you brought Him glory.

(Thoughts from the Pastor continued from page 1)

Starting on Wednesday, October 2, 2019 the Johnstown United Methodist Church 
will begin offering a NEW worship service. This weekly opportunity, which will 
begin at 10:30 a.m., brings with it an excellent mid-week moment to worship God, 
and recharge one’s spiritual batteries. The service will feature, and center upon, Holy 
Communion, harkening to our ancestral roots in the Anglican tradition of Morning 
Prayer and sacrament. Now then, this is not intended to replace the Sunday worship 
service, but to merely provide an option, for those who desire to draw even closer 
with our Lord, and enhance their relationship with Christ. There will be no music 
so that this offering will allow everyone to engage, in a powerful way, his or her 
individual, prayerful and meditative relationship with the Creator. Having moments 
of reflection and prayer, including a homily, or short message, which is intended to illuminate the Scripture 
reading of the day, this weekly worship will engage your ability to focus on the One that is truly important 
in life. As always, YOUR church is looking to enhance its available options for enriching relationships 
with Jesus. If you have questions about this new offering, please contact the church office, ask the pastor, 
or simply attend on October 2nd, where your attendance will not only help you, but bolster this communal 
setting, in which, to draw closer to God.
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Church Finance Ministry Update 
by Matt Dole, Finance Chair

If you want to know more about the state 
of our Church finances, please feel free to 
contact one of the following people:

Matt Dole - mattdole@gmail.com
Chad Lattimer - cml43140@yahoo.com
Ron Carr - jumcfinance@twc.com

Your church finance committee took a slight 
summer break from meeting in July, mostly 
because your church finance committee chairman 
got in over his head on work. Thankfully, the 
real talent behind your church finances – Ron 
Carr – wasn’t too busy and was still hard at work 
tracking and reporting the financial news of  
the church. 

Through August 25, we have collected 
$122,282.38 in income. That includes $14,250 
transferred from savings and $6,683 transferred 
from the rental account. The majority of these 
funds are from general fund income including 
weekly giving. We are on a good pace to meet 
our weekly giving goal for the year, and that’s 
great news!

We’ve made some real progress on the parking 
lot as well – as evidenced by the rough surface, 
orange cones and construction tape. Thanks to 
those who parked elsewhere while things were 
“under construction.” A new surface on the 
parking lot will represent a major step forward 
for the church, but it’s important to remember 
that we still have to pay for it. We’ll be sharing 
more about that as time passes, but for now enjoy 
the LACK of potholes.

On another topic related to change, I wanted 
to mention that I signed up for an account with 
our online giving partner. Last Sunday I found 
myself without cash and no checkbook. I sat 
in my pew, logged into my account, and gave 
online. It was easy and convenient (and I didn’t 
do it during the sermon… I promise). You can 
even check a box to cover the processing fee for 
the credit card so that the church receives the full 
amount of your gift. I hope others will at least 
test it out and use it, perhaps, when you can’t 
make it to church.

As always, we’re interested in your prayerful 
input about the financial health of our church. 
The committee meets monthly on the second 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. And, of 
course, you can stop me, Ron or any other 
committee member any Sunday morning to chat 
or ask questions.

Lydia Circle will resume their meetings on Wednesday, September 18 at 10 a.m. in the home of Carol Butt. 
Bible study will resume and the Ladies of Lydia are reminded to bring their donations for our local food 
pantry. All ladies of the church are invited to attend the Lydia Circle meetings. Please contact Joyce Priest, 
740-967-8721 or Carol Butt at 740-967-9681 for more information.

Lydia Circle Report
by Carol Butt
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Staff Parish Relations Committee Report
by Cindi Reeves

Trustees Report
by Mary Thomas

The SPRC committee met in August. The 
cookout at Luke’s Crossing provided community 
connections with our church. Thanks to those who 
helped in any way. Also thanks to Steve Atwood 
for finishing the Pastor’s new office door. It looks 
great! The pastor has sent in our acceptance of 
beginning the MCCI process. At this time our 
congregation needs to be in prayer for the church 
as we move forward. We hope to do another 
literature drop in the new housing developments 
before our Christmas services.

Pastor Stacy and Cheryl attended the United 
Methodist Women’s ice cream social. It was great 
to see him up and around! We are pleased that he 
is now Pastor Emeritus of our church. Please keep 
him in your prayers.

Movie Night was planned by Tracy Van Winkle 
and Deb Shull and there was a good turn-out. The 
SPRC by consensus feels that this coming year 

we need to focus on programming for families, 
children, and youth. Any ideas you have please 
share with an SPRC member or the pastor. We 
can’t expect to get young families here if we have 
nothing for them. Pastor Matt has also been in 
discussion with Wid Lewis who will be doing an 
evening Bible Study to reach those who may work 
during the day. Also as the pastor mentioned, he 
will be doing a confirmation class this year. If you 
know of anyone interested please contact him.

The pastor’s evaluation forms were given to 
the SPRC members. We will be working on 
those in the coming month and finalizing those 
documents in October. There is no SPRC meeting 
in September. Other evaluations will be done in 
November and December. As always, if you have 
questions or concerns please contact the pastor or 
an SPRC member. Thank you for your continued 
support.

The Trustees have been busy and now have 
something to report on about the progress. As you 
well know if you are attending church, the parking 
lot is finally underway. The town agreed to put in 
a drain by the Main Street entrance and pay for it. 
It will drain down through the parking lot to one 
of the new drains. Two other drains were put in 
near Oregon Street. It was decided to do things 
the right way in order for it to last, so good quality 
drains were installed in all the areas mentioned. 
The paving will proceed and includes a new base. 
This is an expensive project. The money is being 
borrowed from church funds which are designated 
for other things so contributions are needed to get 
the finances back in order. The approximate cost 
is $75,000.

Dan and Margie West are planning landscaping 
for the area around the parsonage and will work 
on it when the parking lot is complete. Their 
contribution is greatly appreciated. They recently 
finished the area around the church.

Pastor Matt wants to make the library more 
acceptable by purchasing more bookcases for 
the area. The approximate cost is $125 and was 
approved.

A vent-fan is needed for the parsonage first level 
bathroom and has been scheduled.

(continued on next page)
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Who's in the Pew?     Jack "Bo" and Emma Lou Rhyan 
by Mary Thomas

Emma Lou Butterfield grew up in the Dublin 
area when it was a town and sports were played 
in the Franklin County League. She enjoyed 
being in the band, played powder puff football, 
helped with the yearbook, and was in 4-H, even 
going to state with a jumper that she made. After 
graduation, she went to work at the University 
Hospital as a receptionist in the clinic. She then 
worked at the Johnstown Bank and later at Dr. 
Robertson's office and was there for a while 
after Dr. Bright took over. Emma Lou belongs 
to Homemakers Club and the United Methodist 
Women. She has been on the communion 
committee for years.

Bo started life in East Liberty and then he was 
on to Marysville until after the third grade. The 
family then moved to Croton. His father hauled 
limestone and bricks and farmed. In school, he 
played basketball, football (on a six-man team), 
baseball, softball, and was in F.F.A. After high 
school, he became an electrician journeyman 
for Southern Ohio Electric Power which is 
now American Electric Power. He was with the 
electric companies until retiring. He enjoyed 
playing softball on the Johnstown Merchants' 
Team. He likes buying and selling antiques and 
gardening.

Emma Lou and Bo met on a blind date and have 
been married for 55 years.

The Rhyans now live on Coshocton Street but 
they have moved a few times starting in Appleton 
where they lived from 1964-1977. They moved 
to Main Street in 1977 and lived there until 
2004. Then it was off to Florida for four years.  
Returning to Johnstown in 2008 they live in their 
present residence. 

They have been members of The Johnstown 
United Methodist church for 42 years.

The Rhyans have one daughter, Lisa, who was 
a good athlete in high school and went off to 
college at Hartford University and later received 
a degree from Franklin University. She works 
for WIC (Women, Infants, and Children). She 
and Daniel make their home in Galena.

The privacy fence for the parsonage back 
yard was approved at a cost of $2,602 and 
will soon be installed. It is to be wooden and 
the treated wood must wait for some time 
before it can be painted.

Pastor Matt felt that room signage would 
be helpful and the matter was discussed. He 
will seek more bids for them but it was felt 
that it would be a good idea.

A big thanks goes to Kris for bailing the 
water out of the basement recently after the 
deluge of rain. Kris does many things that 
are not on his job description so tell him 
thanks often.

(Trustees' Report continued from page 4)
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MCCI Update 
by Pastor Matt

A big thank you goes out to 
all who donated or supported 
the United Methodist Women's 

Annual Ice Cream Social this year. It was a 
huge success.

Our next UMW meeting will be on Thursday, 
September 12 at 10:30 a.m.

Starting in September, all churches involved 
with, and committed to, the MCCI process will 
begin the task of educating their pastors as to the 
exact potential, which lies before each individual 
church. This is intended to allow the common 
clergy to establish a covenant relationship for 
mutual support and growth that is necessary if 
MCCI is to be considered successful. This cohort 
will be taught and led by a West Ohio Conference 
staff member, specializing in the MCCI methods, 
with the opportunity being presented, wherein 
each member will be afforded time to share 
success stories, present their respective areas 
for church improvement, and encourage those 
engaged in the process.

In many respects, this grouping of like-minded 
clergy will act as a sounding board for new ideas, 
which will have a tremendously positive impact 
upon those engaged in MCCI. At the Johnstown 
United Methodist Church, for example, where 
reaching out to families in the immediate 
surrounding neighborhood is possibly desired, 
the other pastors may have had success, and as a 
result, be able to offer suggestions as to ways of 
making this effort a success in Johnstown, Ohio.

Periodically, our resident Bishop, Gregory V. 
Palmer, will interact with the group, providing 
much insight and motivation. There will be 
speakers who teach various aspects of leading a 
local church through MCCI, as well as intense 
prayer, both for and with each other; and in 
many ways this will also function like continuing 
education, as there will be reading assigned for 
discussion, and “homework” for each clergy 
participant.

So, during the month of September, please set 
aside time to actively pray for the efforts of those 
in leadership of this clergy cohort, as well as its 
members. This will help to ensure that the best 
possible environment will be formed, and each 

will help to foster feelings of support and love 
for the balance of the group. Once the monthly 
meetings of this group take place, each pastor will 
return to their respective church, and bring with 
him or her new ideas and coaching techniques, 
that will better enhance the growth of his or her 
local congregation in mission and development.

The Johnstown United Methodist Church is 
already preparing for this endeavor. The pastor 
has been actively praying for her anticipated 
changes, and how they will affect each individual 
member of the congregation. Further, the local 
church leadership, especially the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC), is looking to 
establish new protocols, and institute a network 
of support for the pastor, in an effort to help with 
providing the best proper and desired collegial 
environment possible to ensure success.

Once the cohort is established, the next step is to 
engage the congregations in active and intentional 
prayer for MCCI, in an effort to enhance the local 
church, and respond to the challenges herewith 
related. So, look with excitement toward the new 
and wonderful ways that MCCI will positively 
affect the Johnstown United Methodist Church, 
and do so with prayer in your heart.
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Please Remember Our Shut Ins
 Carolyn Bailey w Send Carolyn's mail to: 118 S. Main St., Johnstown, OH 43031 
 Gary Banyay w Brookdale Chestnut Hill, 5055 Thompson Rd., #306, Columbus, OH 43230
  Send Gary's mail to: 409 Clark Dr., Johnstown, OH 43031

 Smith Clark w Sharon Brooke Senior Living, 920 Sharon Valley Rd., #112, Newark, OH 43055

 Booty Hammond w c/o Vicky Hilton, 3159 Maginn Dr., Beavercreek, OH 45434

 Marjorie Heimerl w Kendal at Granville, 2158 Columbus Rd., Granville, OH 43023
   Send Marge's mail to: 11220 Worthington Rd., Pataskala, OH 43062

 Addie Huff w Brookdale Chestnut Hill, 5055 Thompson Rd., #202, Columbus, OH 43230

 Mary Kearns w  222 Antrim St., Pickerington, OH 43147

 Carolyn Loggins w 133 W. Jersey St., Johnstown, OH 43031

 Irene Long w The Inn at Summit Trail, 8115 Summit Rd., #406, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
  Send Irene's mail to: 310 Oak Meadows Dr., Pataskala, OH 43062

 Gayle McBee w Send Gayle's mail to: 39 Central Station Place, Johnstown, OH 43031

 Eva Nell Reed w Bennington Glen, 825 State Route 61, Marengo, Ohio 43334

Altar Flowers for September
September 1 

 Todd & Rhonda Dodderer
 September 8

Al & Karen Norman in honor 
of  Karen's Birthday
  September 15 

Connie Ryan & Peggy Dearth in memory  
of grandma Ona Longwell

  September 22 
Terry & Joyce Priest in honor 

of  their granddaughter Sara's Birthday 
September 29 

Allen & Cindi Reeves in honor 
of their new grandchild
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Prayer Ministry
Contact: Carol Butt  •  740-967-9681 or  

Ella Brown  •  740-966-3162
During the month of August there has been one 
request. If you have a concern for someone, or 
if you are interested in joining one of the chains, 
please contact Carol Butt.Greeting Card Ministry

Contact: Shirley Hendren  •  740-967-6142
Shirley Hendren, Card Chair, mailed three cards 
in August. If you know of anyone in our church 
family in need of a Thinking of You, Get Well or 
Sympathy Card, please contact Shirley.  

Meals Ministry
Contact: Carol Butt  • 740-967-9681

The Meal Ministry was not needed during the 
month of August.

Bereavement Ministry
Contact: Sharon Johnson  •  740-967-7771

The Bereavement Committee provided no service 
during the month of August.

Shut-In Ministry
Contact: Pastor Stacy  •  740-331-0205 

During the month of August Marge Heimerl and 
Eva Nell Reed were visited. If you would be 
interested in visiting our church shut-ins, please 
contact Pastor Stacy or Carol Butt. The cycle for 
visits is once every three months. Whatever day 
you wish to visit or to whom you wish to visit can 
be arranged.

by Carol Butt, Coordinator

Johnstown/Northridge
Food Pantry 

PLEASE DONATE!
All donations are appreciated!  

Two vases • $40 
(Please specify if you want one $30 arrangement)

Make checks payable to JUMC with  
“Altar Flowers” written in the memo.

Altar Flowers 

Charlotte Berkley is in charge of the  
Little Friendly Food Box this month.

Thanks to all for donations!

Little Friendly Food Box 

Birthdays

Anniversaries
 Timothy & Melita Risdon 9/08
 Randy & Teresa Williams 9/09
 Andrew & Ashley Deering 9/20
 Terry & Joyce Priest 9/21

Teresa Williams 9/02
Diane Weaver 9/03
Trent Coe 9/04
Sarah Lattimer 9/05
Kyle Dodderer 9/07
Carol Butt 9/09
Karen Norman 9/09
Andrew Deering 9/12

Ashley Deering 9/14
Jackson Peloquin 9/15
Tom McBee 9/16
Daniel Almendinger 9/21
Tony Shaub 9/22
LeRoy Thacker 9/22
Kelly Smith 9/24

Caring Ministries
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Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am  

SEPTEMBER 2019
     Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

CCL 7 pm

AA Meeting 8 pm

AA Meeting 8 pm

OFFICE CLOSED
Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

UMW. 10:30 am 
Finance 7:30 pm AA Meeting 8 pm

DEADLINE 
for next month's

Newsletter Article

AA Meeting 8 pm  

Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am 

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  
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Leadership Com. 
  7 pm

If you have information that you would like 
included in the Sunday morning bulletin  

please contact Jodi McKnight at the office or 
email her at jumcoffice159@gmail.com  

no later than Wednesday morning 
for insertion in the bulletin.

9 am - 1 pm

Choir 7:30 pm  

Choir 7:30 pm  

Choir 7:30 pm  

Choir 7:30 pm  

Guest Preacher 
  Supt. Tim Bias
Hospitality  
  following Worship

OFFICE CLOSED
Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am 

OFFICE CLOSED
Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Johnstown United Methodist Church is in the 
Capital Area South District of the 

West Ohio Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 

Resident Bishop: Gregory V. Palmer 
District Superintendent: Rev. Dr. Tim Bias
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Johnstown UMC
159 S. Main Street
Johnstown, OH 43031

Email: jumcoffice159@gmail.com
Website: www.johnstownumc.com
Office Hours: 8:15am-Noon, M-Th
Phone: 740.967.6691

“Together, let us make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!”

Johnstown United Methodist Church 
Sundays          10:30 a.m.
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