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“Each member of the church is 
capable of telling their Christ story...”

The Johnstown United Methodist Church

The Connection
October 2019

(Continued on next page)

As I sit at my desk today, I am feeling overwhelmed by the clutter of papers, coffee cups, and 
books. They are in a seemingly disorganized mess, and make me feel as if I will never accomplish 
anything because of the utter confusion upon my workspace. Though it has been said that a 
cluttered desk is the sign of an incredible mind, I do have some doubts, because currently I am 
not sure where I placed my keys!

This can be the same with our faith. We spend so much time gathering ideas and thoughts, making 
engaging conclusions, and having radical reflections. However, they keep piling up, and before 
long, we cannot see the forest for the trees. Do not be discouraged, my friends, as this is only 
a temporary setback. In reality, this is a good thing, at least if you can make sense of what lies 
before you.

Right now, buried under church product catalogues 
and calendar printouts, are three particular books. 
One is about the sacraments; one is about orders of worship, and the last is focused on evangelism. 
Each of these is wonderful as a stand-alone volume, but taken together, they form a trifecta 
of ministry methods. I point this out because many have diverse, and seemingly disconnected 
thoughts, but if they consist of Christ-based theology, then they can work together to provide you 
with a more complete understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.

For example, if you have been studying the Gospel of John, focusing on the power, authority, and 
wonder, which is Jesus, and also a book about the ten commandments, one could easily put them 
together to discover that they are the foundation upon which Jesus teaches. This could lead you 
to a new understanding of how to approach the question, “why should I be a Christian?” Often 
we stumble when facing such inquiries, but there is no need. Instead, dig deep into your unique 
understanding of faith, and relate it to the person, citing examples from your study. All you have 
to do is be willing to be creative.

Is this something you can do? Yes! Each member of the church is capable of telling their Christ 
story, and what you have learned about the Bible will help you support it when someone asks you 
why you hold these beliefs. In fact, there is no reason as to why everyone who comes to church 
cannot glean something from the prayers, hymns, and sermon, each week, to help them do this. 
The trick, I guess, is to come to church whenever you can. That not only means on Sunday, but 
also our Wednesday morning worship if your schedule allows. Truth be told, each and every time 
you worship, the clutter will begin to dissipate, as you find new ways to organize your thoughts 
and ideas.



by Pastor Matt
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As for me, I think that I better get my desk clean, or Jodi will have my head. She hates it when something 
she gives me gets lost amongst the clutter. Oh boy, here she comes now. I have to go, but remember, you 
have everything you need—just take some time to put it together, and you will be amazed at what you can 
accomplish in the name of Jesus.

The end of the year is fast approaching, and it is time to 
ask yourself, “Have I accomplished what I set out to do at 
the beginning of the year?” This is normally something 
that is considered in January, or even February the 
following year, however if we stop to think about it now, 
we discover that there is still time. In fact, if we evaluate 
now, we can still, probably, implement any remaining 
tasks or goals that we set at the beginning of the year.

This is especially true when it comes to church. For 
many, there has been a very realistic expectation to 
attend church regularly, dedicate oneself to reading the 
Bible each day, or practicing the habit of spending time in a daily devotional. Each of these things is a 
worthwhile endeavor; however what I would say is the most important is spending time daily in prayer.

The reality is that we are presented with the opportunity to commune with God each and every day, but 
sadly, there are many who choose to not do this—but it is not too late. We still have time in the remaining 
weeks and months to spend time worshiping God, singing God’s praises, confessing our sin, and making 
supplications to God. This is the art of prayer at its best.

Many of you may be thinking that you do not know how to “properly” pray. This is not the case, as prayer 
is an authentic conversation with God, which involves not only speaking to God, but listening as well. We 
must be open to the Holy Spirit working in our lives, and even more, take the time to absorb the stillness of 
God. In other words, wait upon the Lord. So, make the time to renew your faith commitment, and engage 
God in every way possible—especially through prayer. Who knows, this may be your last opportunity to 
do so.

(Thoughts from the Senior Pastor continued from page 1)
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Church Finance Ministry Update 
by Matt Dole, Finance Chair

If you want to know more about the state 
of our Church finances, please feel free to 
contact one of the following people:

Matt Dole - mattdole@gmail.com
Chad Lattimer - cml43140@yahoo.com
Ron Carr - jumcfinance@twc.com

Members of the church who attended on 
September 22 got the "wonderful" privilege 
of hearing me speak about the parking lot and 
the fundraising that we need to undertake to 
replenish our church savings. Here’s a summary:

Instead of borrowing from a bank and paying 
interest, your finance committee borrowed 
money from the trustees’ savings accounts to 
pay for the paving project. We’ve agreed to  
pay that money back, including an amount to 
cover what might have been earned on those 
funds in savings.

So… we’re undertaking a two-year fundraising 
campaign to raise $77,000. At our average 
attendance of 70 people, that’s about $1,100 per 
person over two years or about $10.50 a week. 
Our total membership is 200 people. At that level 
we’re talking $385 per person over two years or 
about $3.50 a week.

We can do this – and we have to do it. Those 
savings funds both give the church a financial 
security blanket and provide a pool from which 
to undertake projects like the paving. We can’t 
do more until we replenish those savings.

We’ve already had some folks step forward 
with donations and I’ve spoken to some others 
who plan to give. If you’d like to commit 
to a pledge over the two years please see me, 
call me, or email me (mattdole@gmail.com;  
740-236-0613). 

These donations should be over and above 
weekly giving and we’re asking people to use 
a second check or cash in a marked envelope 
for the paving project to ensure that we keep the 
savings funds separate from the general fund.

I’ve personally pledged $2,000 to the project 
and I’ve been pleased to hear others planning 
donations to help us build momentum.

Thank you.

We’ve also announced a legacy society – the 
Jeremiah 29:11 Society. This group recognizes 
members of the church who have included 
JUMC in their wills or estate plans. Our church 
does good work, and by remembering the church 
in your estate plans, you can help leave a lasting 
legacy. If you have the church in your estate 
plans, or add the church – please let me know as 
we intend to recognize members of this group on 
a plaque in the church. We don’t need to know 
the details, other than that a plan is in place. 

We’ll keep you updated on the fundraising as  
we go. 

As always, we’re interested in your prayerful 
input about the financial health of our church. 
The committee meets monthly on the second 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. And, of 
course, you can stop me, Ron or any other 
committee member any Sunday morning to chat 
or ask questions.
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Staff Parish Relations Committee Report
by Cindi Reeves

Trustees Report
by Mary Thomas

Whew! What a story about Johnstown's past! 
When the blacktoppers started to do the parsonage 
driveway, they scraped to the base to do it right 
and lo and behold, there was a cistern in the 
middle of the driveway area. Upon investigation, 
one Johnstownian knew the reason. There were 
many of them in the older part of town. Since 
the first fire department only had a tank for fire 
equipment, these cisterns were dug near every 
second or third house so water could be pumped 
out to extinguish the fire. It makes one wonder 
how many are still in yards or driveways and no 
one knows they are there! It took seven tons of 
stone to fill up the area and now the driveway is 
newly paved.

The parking lot is marked off now so please try to 
hit the spot that you choose. The cost of the parking 
area was a lot and it will take many donations to 
pay for it but it sure is better and safer. 

Dan and Margie West have planned, donated, and 
planted the area along the parsonage porch. Their 
generosity and labor is greatly appreciated.

The new water tank at the parsonage went kaput 
and was replaced.

Now you may have wondered with all the 
expense the church has had, why the trees in front 
of the parsonage were cut down. The electricity 
in the house kept flickering and going off. The 
wires were wrapped into both of the trees. The 
electric company was called out and identified the 
problem. So, even though Pastor Matt liked the 
privacy that the trees provided, they had to go. 
The stumps will be removed soon but for now, 
the power in the house is working and all is well.

The SPRC committee is working on the pastor’s 
evaluation so that we can finalize at our meeting 
in October. Also we will be doing hot chocolate 
and cookies for Trick or Treat night as we have in 
the past. There will be sign- up sheets in October.

There is no other news at this point but there is 
something I would like the congregation to think 
about. I would like you to begin thinking about 
our church as if you were a visitor. Next time you 
come to worship pretend you are a visitor. What 
did you see? What did you wish we could do? Was 
there something you liked about the service? Was 
there something about the service that concerned 
you? How did the people act before and after 
the service? Did you feel welcome?  Was it easy 
to find the restrooms, nursery, etc.? Was there 
something we could do to make the service more 
meaningful for you? 

We need to begin seeing our church through the 
eyes of a guest. Only then can we make adjustments 
that benefit new people and help us bring others 
to Christ. As you do this, also put yourself in a 
younger person’s shoes and try to see what they 
see. Consider how they view their time during the 
service. What things might be added to enhance 
our hospitality toward young families, youth, 
and children? Are there programs that might be 
offered? Many of these things may be addressed 
by the MCCI group but sometimes it helps to 
see a different perspective. If you have any ideas  
or thoughts along those lines please contact 
anyone on SPRC, the pastor, or the worship chair, 
Terry Priest. 

Working together we can help our pastor achieve 
the goals he has for our church.
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Who's in the Pew?     Fred & Shirley Hendren 
by Mary Thomas

The Hendrens live on Beech Road in a new 
brick home across from the dairy farm where 
they used to live. Shirley was born and raised 
on Duncan Plains Road near Mink Street. She 
went to Johnstown Schools where she graduated 
in 1958. Her favorite teacher was Illa Searfoss 
whom she had for fifth grade. In high school, 
she was class secretary for three years plus band, 
choir, student council and was homecoming 
queen. She worked at the Dorsey Theater from 
age 14 until graduation. After high school she 
worked at Ross Laboratory. Later, she worked 
at Kenny Chevrolet, Presbyterian Church while 
Rev. Kees was minister, teachers' aide at the 
elementary school, and Johnstown Federal 
Savings and Loan. She was a bookkeeper at 
Hendren Farms. She belongs to Homemakers' 
Club and enjoys a card club.

At church, Shirley has served on the nominations 
committee, pastor-parish committee, and she 
sends cards for the church for such things as get 
well, sympathy, thinking of you and the like. She 
belongs to United Methodist Women.

Shirley has three grown children. Steve Leigh 
works for Discoverer Card. Julie Sharp works 
for Oakstone Academy and Lettuce Works. Susie 
Eltringham is Johnstown School's elementary 
librarian. She has five grandchildren.

Rally Sunday brought Shirley to this church 
when friends asked her to come and she has been 
a faithful member for several years.

Fred is a Licking County native, also. He grew 
up on Rt. 161 near Beech Road. First through 
eighth grades, he attended Jersey School. Then 
high school was spent at Summit Station. He 
played football and was All County plus he was a 

class officer. Of course, he belonged to FFA! He 
milked cows before and after school. In 1956, he 
purchased a farm on Beech Road. Fred is a former 
member of the Johnstown-Monroe school board, 
a member of the Dairy District Board, and the 
Licking County Professional Agrarians. He is 
still active on the farm. He loves to farm but in 
his spare time, he likes to read especially farm 
magazines and he does enjoy Euchre.

Fred has four children. Dale Hendren is in the farm 
partnership. Marsha Hindman is a bookkeeper 
for Chic-fil-A. Dave Hendren is in the farm 
partnership. Susie Williams is a bookkeeper for 
All-Pro, her husband's business. Fred has 13 
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren.

Shirley and Fred were married November 11, 
1978. Together they enjoy their grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. They like the Johnstown 
football and basketball games. Their 12 year old 
cat keeps them entertained also.
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MCCI Update 
by Pastor Matt

Charlotte Grace Reeves was born on 
September 18 to Katelyn & Michael Reeves. 
The grandparents are Cindi & Allen Reeves 
and Karen & Lee Mansell. Great-grandparents 
are Jim & Catharine Downing.

Benjamin Ryan Green was born on 
September 20 to Lauren & Ryan Green.  
The grandparents are Tracie & Don Blakely 
and great-grandparents are Doug and 
Carolyn Andrews.

The MCCI journey is underway, and your pastor 
is very excited for what lies ahead. To date, 
our church has made a commitment to engage 
this exceptional opportunity, and see what 
possibilities await. In case you were wondering 
how we got involved in this process, here is how 
it happened. Each district superintendent made 
recommendations to the Bishop as to churches 
that would benefit from this offering. Once 
submitted, Bishop Palmer spent time in prayer—a 
lot of prayer—to determine which churches he 
would invite to participate. This is his initiative, 
and it is intended to help us to become the church 
that God has envisioned us to be.  

It cannot be emphasized enough that MCCI 
is NOT something where the West Ohio 
Conference is going to dictate to the Johnstown 
United Methodist Church what to do, but rather, 
it will work with the church to determine what 
our goals, aspirations, and wishes happen to be; 
and then setting about helping us to accomplish 
the same. That means there will be no mandate 
from the Conference office as to how we are to 
implement the changes that we decide to make, 
and further, they will not pass judgment upon our 
choices.

MCCI is a unique opportunity to expand 
ministry, and discover new ways to connect with 
the community of Johnstown at large. They, 
the MCCI team, will provide experts to help us 
map out the pathway, which leads to the most 
successful outcome.

So, how are we doing? As of the writing of this 
article, the pastor has attended the first of twelve 
training sessions to learn new tools, to take back 
to the church, which will help evaluate where 
the church stands currently. The next step is to 
send a team to what is called the “Breakthrough 
Prayer Initiative.” This is a training intended to 
be brought back into the local church, which will 
help to cultivate a new prayer culture within the 
congregation. To date, there is a team in place to 

attend the training, and will be the foundation of 
this new endeavor. Once completed, the team will 
function as the backbone of our new prayerful 
approach toward ministry.

From this point forward, each member of the 
congregation will be invited to participate in 
MCCI in the form and model of becoming 
prayer warriors for our new hopes and dreams. 
Currently there are several churches throughout 
the conference that have already seen much fruit 
from their labors. This includes an increase of 
attendance, as well as greater and more consistent 
offerings financially. Without these two factors, 
the church will be limited in growth and success.

So, be encouraged if you have, in the past, held 
bitterness toward the West Ohio Conference. 
This is the dawning of a new day, and if the 
Bishop did not have confidence in our potential 
for success, we would never have been invited. 
Take heart, because this is one of the greatest 
votes of confidence we can get at that level.  
Finally, as Bishop Palmer holds the Johnstown 
United Methodist Church in prayer DAILY, we 
should do the same for ourselves. This is the new 
future of our church, and with God’s help, it will 
be the beginning of a long and prosperous season 
of ministry and growth.
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Please Remember Our Shut Ins
 Carolyn Bailey w Send Carolyn's mail to: 118 S. Main St., Johnstown, OH 43031 
 Gary Banyay w Brookdale Chestnut Hill, 5055 Thompson Rd., #306, Columbus, OH 43230

 Smith Clark w Sharon Brooke Senior Living, 920 Sharon Valley Rd., #112, Newark, OH 43055

 Booty Hammond w c/o Vicky Hilton, 3159 Maginn Dr., Beavercreek, OH 45434

 Marjorie Heimerl w Kendal at Granville, 2158 Columbus Rd., Granville, OH 43023
   Send Marjorie's mail to: 11220 Worthington Rd., Pataskala, OH 43062

 Addie Huff w Laurels of Norworth, 6830 High St., #217, Worthington, OH 43085

 Mary Kearns w  222 Antrim St., Pickerington, OH 43147

 Irene Long w The Inn at Summit Trail, 8115 Summit Rd., #406, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
  Send Irene's mail to: 310 Oak Meadows Dr., Pataskala, OH 43062

 Gayle McBee w c/o Tom McBee, 39 Central Station Place, Johnstown, OH 43031

 Eva Nell Reed w Bennington Glen, 825 State Route 61, Marengo, Ohio 43334

Altar Flowers

October 6
 Rodney & Charlotte Bemiller 

 October 13
Todd & Rhonda Dodderer

  October 20 
Jerry & Harriet Pulley 

in memory of 
Noah & Helen Needels

October 27 
Pastor Matt 

in celebration of Tracy's Birthday 

Electronic Giving is a convenient, 
consistent way to help our  

church year-round.  
Start with your gift to the  

Second Mile Giving 
Capital Campaign 

for paving the church parking lot.

Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. 
It’s easy! You will no longer need to write out checks and 
prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, illness or 
other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your 
electronic contributions will continue to be received on an 
uninterrupted basis.

Get started today! Visit our website at www.johnstownumc.com 
to set up your online contribution. Just click on the “DONATE” 
button and follow the simple directions.
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Johnstown/Northridge
Food Pantry 

PLEASE DONATE!
All donations are appreciated!  

Two vases • $40 
(Please specify if you want one $30 arrangement)

Make checks payable to JUMC with  
“Altar Flowers” written in the memo.

Altar Flowers 

The Lydia Circle is in charge of the  
Little Friendly Food Box this month.

Thanks to all for donations!

Little Friendly Food Box 

Birthdays

Anniversaries
 Steve & Ann Montgomery 10/08
 Rodney & Charlotte Bemiller 10/26
 Johnnie & Sharon Johnson 10/27
 Richard & Colleen Vicroy 10/27
 Chad & Sarah Lattimer 10/29

Cheryl Brooks 10/01
Daniel Alexander 10/09
Sophie Peloquin 10/09
Connie Ryan 10/10
Samuel Van Winkle 10/15
Mary Thomas 10/12
Charlotte Bemiller 10/13
Randi Williams 10/14

Hannah Vicroy 10/15
Michael Russell 10/15
Brian Bemiller 10/16
Sharon Johnson 10/21
Penny Smith 10/21
Tracy Van Winkle 10/27
Andrew Engelbert 10/30
Morgan Reeves 10/31

Prayer Ministry
Contact: Carol Butt  •  740-967-9681 or  

Ella Brown  •  740-966-3162
If you have a concern for someone, or if you are 
interested in joining one of the chains, please 
contact Carol Butt.

Greeting Card Ministry
Contact: Shirley Hendren  •  740-967-6142

Shirley Hendren, Card Chair, mailed five cards in 
September. If you know of anyone in our church 
family in need of a Thinking of You, Get Well or 
Sympathy Card, please contact Shirley.  

Meals Ministry
Contact: Carol Butt  • 740-967-9681

The Meal Ministry was not needed during the 
month of September.

Bereavement Ministry
Contact: Sharon Johnson  •  740-967-7771

The Bereavement Committee provided no service 
during the month of September.

Shut-In Ministry
Contact: Pastor Stacy  •  740-331-0205 

If you would be interested in visiting our church 
shut-ins, please contact Pastor Stacy or Carol Butt. 
The cycle for visits is once every three months. 
Whatever day you wish to visit or to whom you 
wish to visit can be arranged.

by Carol Butt, Coordinator
Caring Ministries

to all who helped in any way at the Open Door Clothes Closet that was held in September. 
It was very much appreciated and we were able to help many families in Johnstown. A big 
thank you to Karen Norman for organizing this each year.

Rodney Bemiller would like to thank everyone for the cards and prayers following his recent back 
surgery. He appreciated them very much.
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Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am  

OCTOBER 2019
     Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

CCL 7 pm
Trustees 7:30 pm

AA Meeting 8 pm

AA Meeting 8 pm

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

UMW. 10:30 am 
Finance 7:30 pm AA Meeting 8 pm

DEADLINE 
for next month's

Newsletter Article

AA Meeting 8 pm  

Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am 

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  
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If you have information that you would like 
included in the Sunday morning bulletin  

please contact Jodi McKnight at the office or 
email her at jumcoffice159@gmail.com  

no later than Wednesday morning 
for insertion in the bulletin.

Choir 7:30 pm  

Lydia Circle @Sue 
Overholt's 10am
Choir 7:30 pm  

Choir 7:30 pm  

Choir 7:30 pm  

Hospitality  
  following Worship

Biblical Journey's  
  B.S. 10:30 am 

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Johnstown United Methodist Church is in the 
Capital Area South District of the 

West Ohio Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 

Resident Bishop: Gregory V. Palmer 
District Superintendent: Rev. Dr. Tim Bias

Faith Exp. @Hot  
   Spot 10:30 am  
AA Meeting 8 pm  Choir 7:30 pm  Trick or Treat 6 pm

Confirmation 
  Class 6:30 pm

Confirmation 
  Class 6:30 pm
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Johnstown UMC
159 S. Main Street
Johnstown, OH 43031

Email: jumcoffice159@gmail.com
Website: www.johnstownumc.com
Office Hours: 8:15am-Noon, M-Th
Phone: 740.967.6691

“Together, let us make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!”

Johnstown United Methodist Church 
Sundays          10:30 a.m.
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